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from opening at such time that the de-
gradable fasteners have completely de-
teriorated.

(2) Escape vents. (i) All scup pots or
traps that have a circular escape vent
with a minimum of 3.1 inches (7.9 cm)
in diameter, or a square escape vent
with a minimum of 2.25 inches (5.7 cm)
for each side, or an equivalent rectan-
gular escape vent.

(ii) The minimum escape vent size
set forth in paragraph (b)(2)(i) of this
section may be revised following the
procedures in § 648.122.

(3) Pot and trap identification. Pots or
traps used in fishing for scup must be
marked with a code of identification
that may be the number assigned by
the Regional Administrator and/or the
identification marking as required by
the vessel’s home port state.

[76 FR 60634, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 79
FR 52580, Sept. 4, 2014]

§648.126 Scup minimum fish sizes.

(a) Moratorium (commercially) per-
mitted vessels. The minimum size for
scup is 9 inches (22.9 cm) TL for all ves-
sels issued a moratorium permit under
§648.4(a)(6). If such a vessel is also
issued a charter and party boat permit
and is carrying passengers for hire, or
carrying more than three crew mem-
bers if a charter boat, or more than
five crew members if a party boat, then
the minimum size specified in para-
graph (b) of this section applies.

(b) Party/Charter permitted vessels and
recreational fishery participants. The
minimum size for scup is 9 inches (22.9
cm) TL for all vessels that do not have
a moratorium permit, or for party and
charter vessels that are issued a mora-
torium permit but are fishing with pas-
sengers for hire, or carrying more than
three crew members if a charter boat,
or more than five crew members if a
party boat.

(¢) The minimum size applies to
whole fish or any part of a fish found in
possession, e.g., fillets. These min-
imum sizes may be adjusted pursuant
to the procedures in §648.122.

[76 FR 60635, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 78
FR 37480, June 21, 2013; 79 FR 38264, July 7,
2014]

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-14 Edition)

§648.127 Scup recreational fishing sea-
son.

Fishermen and vessels that are not
eligible for a moratorium permit under
§648.4(a)(6), may possess scup year-
round, subject to the possession limit
specified in §648.128(a). The rec-
reational fishing season may be ad-
justed pursuant to the procedures in
§648.122.

[78 FR 37480, June 21, 2013]

§648.128 Scup possession restrictions.

(a) Party/Charter and recreational pos-
session limits. No person shall possess
more than 30 scup in, or harvested
from, the EEZ unless that person is the
owner or operator of a fishing vessel
issued a scup moratorium permit, or is
issued a scup dealer permit. Persons
aboard a commercial vessel that is not
eligible for a scup moratorium permit
are subject to this possession limit.
The owner, operator, and crew of a
charter or party boat issued a scup
moratorium permit are subject to the
possession limit when carrying pas-
sengers for hire or when carrying more
than five crew members for a party
boat, or more than three crew members
for a charter boat. This possession
limit may be adjusted pursuant to the
procedures in § 648.122.

(b) If whole scup are processed into
fillets, an authorized officer will con-
vert the number of fillets to whole scup
at the place of landing by dividing fil-
let number by 2. If scup are filleted
into a single (butterfly) fillet, such fil-
let shall be deemed to be from one
whole scup.

(c) Scup harvested by vessels subject
to the possession limit with more than
one person aboard may be pooled in one
or more containers. Compliance with
the daily possession limit will be deter-
mined by dividing the number of scup
on board by the number of persons
aboard other than the captain and
crew. If there is a violation of the pos-
session limit on board a vessel carrying
more than one person, the violation
shall be deemed to have been com-
mitted by the owner and operator.

(d) Scup and scup parts harvested by
a vessel with a moratorium or charter
or party boat scup permit, or in or
from the EEZ north of 35°15.3" N. lat.,
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